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Romans 8:1-27

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus 

from the law of sin and death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened 
by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the 
righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live 
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 
6For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit 
is life and peace. 7For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, 
for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in 
the flesh cannot please God.
 9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of 
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does 
not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead 
because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of 
him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 
Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his 
Spirit who dwells in you.
12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to 
the flesh. 13For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the 
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who 
are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive the 
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of 
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adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! Father!" 16The Spirit himself 
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if 
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided 
we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.

18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 
19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of 
the sons of God. 20For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21that the 
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22For we 
know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the 
pains of childbirth until now. 23And not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as 
we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our 

bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is 
not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25But if we hope for what we 
do not see, we wait for it with patience.
 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what 
to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with 
groanings too deep for words. 27And he who searches hearts knows what 
is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God.

Last fall, Kansas City put on a festival of water and fire. While musicians 
played and entertainers entertained, a series of floating bonfires were set 
adrift down Brush Creek. 

It was very similar to the WaterFire Festival in Providence, Rhode Island. 
Not long ago, Providence looked like all of the other rust belt cities. 
Industry and manufacturing were leaving.  The downtown area was empty 
and dangerous.  Its most talented people were moving to other cities. 
Providence needed some urban renewal.  They began by blowing up their 
bridge. 
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Providence has three rivers that come together in the middle of the city 
and flow into Narragansett Bay.  That’s a lot of water, so at one time 
Providence had the widest bridge in the world.  Until they replaced it 
with some smaller pedestrian bridges with river walks, lit with antique 

lighting.  So, they and their visitors could now enjoy walking 
along those bridges.  Then, they anchored iron cauldrons in the 
middle of the rivers, 100 of them. For their annual WaterFire 
Festival, when those cauldrons are filled with firewood to create 
bonfires, giving the illusion that the river is on fire.  That Festival 
draws thousands of guests.  That’s how the renewal of 
Providence began.

The New Testament church also began with water and fire. 
Divided tongues of fire rested on each of the apostles, showing 
that the promised Holy Spirit had arrived with the sound of a 
mighty rushing wind.  The Holy Spirit empowered them to speak 

the Gospel they had been learning for three years.  But He empowered 
them to speak it in the various languages of those Jews, who were drawn 
to Jerusalem for the Old Covenant feast of Pentecost.  Then, came the 
water.  As a result of the Spirit working through their preaching, three 
thousand people were baptized in Jerusalem that day. 

That’s a lot of water.

We wish the Church could look like that every day.  We wish we could 
feel filled with the Holy Spirit, to feel close to Jesus, progressing toward 
holiness, witnessing eloquently with a prophetic glow, praying eloquently 
like an Old Testament prophet.  We wish we could witness that many 
baptisms in one day, even if the service would go a little long.  We wish we 
could fill our church with people who are filled with God’s Spirit. 

The thing is, no congregation can capture the Holy Spirit and make Him 
do what we want.  The Holy Spirit can rule over us, but we can’t rule over 
the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is not something we own, control, or have 
at our disposal.  The Holy Spirit is like the wind, as Jesus taught, He is here 
but He goes wherever He wants to. 
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And the new life that the Spirit creates in us through Baptism? As Paul 
says, it is hidden with Christ.  Your new life will fully appear when Christ 
appears on the Last Day. 

But for now that new life in Christ is at times hidden from sight.  
Hidden beneath our self-centered desires and self-centered 
actions.  So, we do not always see the fruits of the Spirit in our 
lives.  We look for progress toward holiness, we look for growth 
in our faith and, at times, find failure, followed by a fresh start, 
followed by yet another failure.  We look in our lives for the 
fruits of the Spirit: patience, kindness, self-control.  But instead 
find the acts of the sinful nature: hypocrisy, doubt, lack of love.  
Our relationship with Jesus goes back and forth.  At times we feel 
very close to Him, and at others He seems so absent from us.  It’s 
very possible that we don’t always know what to pray about. It’s 
very possible that we know what our witness should include, but 

we can’t always find the words to express it.  The church often does not 
appear as powerful as it was that first Pentecost.

By the same token, Christians who do not appear impressive show a 
startlingly powerful faith when the chips are down.  And that is the work 
of the Holy Spirit! 

Who would guess that when mere water, bread, and wine are used in a 
worship service that the Holy Spirit is working through these?  Who 
would guess that when a pastor reads from the Bible or speaks from the 
pulpit that the Holy Spirit is working through those words?  Who would 
guess that that Jewish carpenter up on the cross is God?  And who would 
guess that the Holy Spirit has put Jesus’ resurrection life inside each one 
of us.  The proof of the Holy Spirit’s work is not always that apparent or 
transparent.  But that doesn’t mean the Spirit is not at work in you, or in 
us as a congregation.

You have the firstfruits of the Spirit. Romans 8:23. 

That’s what the Old Covenant Feast of Pentecost was about: firstfruits.  It 
was celebrated in late spring, fifty days after Passover.  On Pentecost or 
Shavuoth, the Israelites would bring to the Lord an offering: the firstfruits 
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of the year’s harvest.  You can imagine that those offerings would have 
been small.  Modest.  Little green tomatoes.  But those little green 
tomatoes, those small firstfruits were the promise that a much greater 
harvest was to come.  Spring had come. Summer was on the way.

You have the firstfruits of the Spirit. 

No matter how modest our harvest of righteousness, no matter 
how modest the harvest from our labors, a greater harvest is yet 
to come.  One day the new life that is in you will be completely 
transparent.  The Holy Spirit who caused us to be born again and 
has given us a part in the life of the Resurrected One.  He is the 
beginning of our new lives and someday He will completely 
transform us on that day of the resurrection.  We know that 
spring no matter how dry or how wet, whether it comes on early 
or late, promises that summer is on the way.  So also the Holy 

Spirit in you is the promise that the new life in Christ will fully come. 

You have the firstfruits of the Spirit.  

And the Holy Spirit made that happen through water and the Word.  Then 
also it is the Holy Spirit who will grow your faith like a Providence river 
rising to flood stage.  The Holy Spirit will extend Christ’s kingdom like a 
bonfire, like a forest fire that burns wherever the wind of the Spirit takes 
it. 

Amen
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